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ITEM: DILWYN CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
DETERMINATION OF PROPOSAL TO DISCONTINUE 

Members Present: Councillors: RJ Phillips (Leader), LO Barnett, AJM Blackshaw,  
JP French (Deputy Leader),  JA Hyde, JG Jarvis,  PD Price,  DB 
Wilcox. 

Date of Decision: 25 November 2010 

Exempt: No -  

Confidential No 

This is a key decision because 

It is likely to be significant in terms of its effects on communities living or working in an area comprising 
one or more wards in the County. 

The item was included in the Forward Plan. 

Urgency/Special Urgency: 

(As defined in Constitution) 

No 

Purpose: To consider a report on responses to the statutory notice to 
discontinue Dilwyn Church of England Primary School (Dilwyn 
School) and to determine if the school should close with effect 
from 31 August 2011.   

Decision: THAT Dilwyn Church of England Primary School be 
discontinued on 31 August 2011. 

Reasons for the Decision: The recommendation to discontinue Dilwyn School is made in 
the educational interests of the pupils of Dilwyn now and in the 
future, for the effective use of public funds, and in accordance 
with council policies. 

Options Considered: The following alternative options have been considered and 
rejected for the reasons given: 

That Dilwyn School continues as a standalone entity. 
Although there has been much support for this option from 
members of the Dilwyn community, no new evidence was 
forthcoming from the responses to the statutory notice to alter 
the view of the Local Authority and the Hereford Diocese 
Director of Education that the school is not sustainable as a 
standalone entity.  

That Dilwyn School should amalgamate with another 
school. Neither the Local Authority, nor the Hereford Diocese 
Director of Education believe there to be advantages to 
amalgamation over closure. There was very little support for this 
option during the initial consultation over the future of the school 
and no new evidence was forthcoming in the responses to the 
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statutory notice to alter the view of the Local Authority and the 
Hereford Diocese Director of Education. 

That Dilwyn School should federate with another school, or 
schools. During the representation period, the Local Authority 
received from the governing body of Dilwyn School a revised 
proposal for federation produced in conjunction with St Mary’s 
School, Lugwardine. For reasons described later in this report, 
the Local Authority and the Archdiocese of Cardiff have not been 
convinced that the revised proposal for a federation between St 
Mary’s School and Dilwyn School addresses adequately the 
educational and financial concerns highlighted through the 
review of Dilwyn School.  The Diocese of Hereford does believe 
that the partnership approach should be supported. 

 

Declaration of Interest: Councillor RJ Phillips – personal interest as Governor of a local 
school in the cluster. 

Councillor AJM Blackshaw – personal interest as Governor of a 
local school in the cluster. 

Date the key decision is due to take 
effect: 

2 December 2010 
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